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From the Session Clerk …
After ten years as our Locum Minister at Oxnam, and for the last three years our Interim
Moderator, we said farewell to Anna at her last Sunday Service on 27th April before she
took up her new appointment with the Kelso Parish Grouping as their Associate Minister. It
was wonderful to see so many from Oxnam attend Anna’s Service of Introduction on 1st
May in Old Parish Church, Kelso.
We have a lot to thank Anna for during her ministry at Oxnam. She was behind many of the
initiatives which have sprung up in that time including the Library Café, Oxnam Valley
Voices, Film Nights and the Walking Group. Although she will be much missed we wish her
well in Kelso and no doubt we will be seeing lots of her in the future as she is not far away.
After Anna’s farewell Service I received a lovely card from her which said “What a
wonderful surprise I got at my “last” service at Oxnam. The Oxnam Valley Voices were
magnificent. The gifts of the Hare, the picture of the Kirk and the flowers from the
children were truly undeserved. I treasure them all. They hold pride of place in my home
and each time I look at them I am grateful for the time I spent at Oxnam. You are ever in
my thoughts and prayers and I look forward very much to seeing you in the future.”
With Anna leaving we were left without an Interim Moderator and a Locum. The Interim
Moderator is appointed by Presbytery and we have been extremely fortunate that the
appointment was filled on 1st May by Mrs. Winnie Robson from Kelso North and Ednam
Parish. Our Interim Moderator is very much our link between Oxnam Kirk and Presbytery.
Winnie, until the end of last year, was, for ten years, Session Clerk at Kelso North and she
also held various important appointments within Presbytery and indeed further afield, such
as a Commissioner at last year’s General Assembly. Winnie therefore brings with her much
experience in Church of Scotland affairs and will be a tremendous help to Oxnam as we
move forward. Already she has worshiped with us and chaired Kirk Session meetings and
we extend to her a very warm welcome.
With Winnie “in post” we now had to find a Locum and it is with great joy that the
Reverend Marion Dodd, who is no stranger to Oxnam, has offered, and has been gratefully
accepted by one and all, to be our Locum starting with our Sunday Service on 17th August.
For the seven services in May, June and July we have been exceptionally lucky to have Liz
Findlay, Scott Elliot, Graeme Auld, Alison Landale and on two occasions, Marion to lead us
in our worship. However, from 17th August, with Marion as our Locum, stability will return
which will be very welcome.
Marion was Minister in charge of Kelso Old and Sprouston Parish Church for twenty one
years until 2010 when she “retired” and moved to Melrose. Marion’s CV is both long and
varied! For two years she worked in the Foreign Office and for seventeen years she was a
member of the BBC Singers. Her knowledge of the management of the Church of Scotland
is immense, having been ordained in 1988 she has been a member of the Board of Parish
Education, the Board of World Mission, the Panel on Worship and the list goes on and on.
Marion’s great love is music and she is a Licentiate of the Royal Academy of Music (LRAM)
and was a member of the committee which was responsible for compiling our present
Church Hymnary (CH4) that we now use at Oxnam. At one time she was Musical Director of
Kelso Amateur Operatic Society and is still heavily involved with the Roxburgh Singers. I
have a feeling that the standard of our singing at our Sunday services can only improve!

With both Winnie and Marion leading us forward Oxnam Kirk is in safe hands and we
warmly welcome both to the Oxnam community and hope that their time with us will be
both happy and productive. Thank you both very much indeed for filling these two most
important appointments.
We also welcome the following new members whose “lines” have been transferred to
Oxnam. Liz Murdoch and her husband, Jim. Ann Redpath, Caroline Barker and Paul and
Shona Dorricott. This year we already have had six baptisms and at Anna’s last service it
was wonderful to have baby Katie Palmer baptised at the same time as her Mother,
Georgia. Our Baptismal Register goes back to 1892 and this is the first recorded adult
baptism.
I end with an advert for our service on Sunday 3rd August when we will commemorate the
beginning of World War I and hope that this important anniversary service will be
remembered by many of us as by 1918 Oxnam Valley had lost twenty two sons. Between
now and 2018, at the nearest Sunday to their death, we will remember them.
Lt. Col. Colin Hogg

Our Session Clerk falls to the feet of the Elders!!

You can take the girl out of Oxnam...
''How long will I love you?
As long as the stars are above you and longer if I can...' [Mike Scott]
'Love one another, for love is of God.'[1 John 4:7]
Loving one another does not mean agreeing with each other all the time, but having the
freedom to disagree and still be loved.
Loving in a loving community does not mean everything will always be well. Sometimes we
lose one of our number and think we cannot go on, but the loving community cares and
upholds and strengthens.
For 10 years, I have lived and felt loved in the community of faith in Oxnam. I have been so
richly blessed by walking with you for a time.
Here, I wish to record my love for you, my thanks for our time together and my gratitude
for your letting me go so graciously. I thank you for all your kind words, gifts and good
wishes.
How do you sum up ten glorious years?
I thank you for the times shared in studying the word of God, preaching and teaching
together.
I thank you for all the prayers we have said together.
I thank you for all the time spent together in happiness or in sadness.
I thank you for all the smiles, the tears, the cakes, the tea, the meals shared...
I thank you for problems discussed.
I thank you for difficulties overcome.
I thank you for all the times we stood back to back to fend off the foe.
'You are the light of the world, the light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not
overcome it.'[John 1:5]
Rev. Anna Rodwell

“The Seated Hare”
The Seated Hare which was presented to Anna at her last service in Oxnam was sculpted by
Angela Hunter who is a professional local sculptor, born in Galashiels, and now based in
Innerleithen. Angela is blessed with what she would call a seeing eye, she cannot just go for
a walk, there are always distractions, but then as she explains it is always a privilege to see
wildlife. With this piece she started with the wire armature which she always looks upon as
3D drawing. The armature is then covered in mesh which she pulls and pushes to form the
contours of the body. At this stage she will choose which modelling material to use and in
this case it was bees wax. She normally models in plaster or clay for larger sculpture).
Hessain scrim strips are dipped in molten wax and wrapped round the wire former, when it
cools and hardens slightly she stars modelling adding softened wax to the basic form.

From the Interim Moderator
I’m glad to have this opportunity of contributing to the July ‘Parish Page’. Life can be
strange sometimes and as Anna Rodwell was being welcomed to her new post as Associate
Minister in the Kelso Parish Grouping, I, an elder and former Session Clerk of Kelso North
and Ednam, was being welcomed by the Kirk Session and congregation of Oxnam as Interim
Moderator. The Presbytery of Jedburgh appointed me to this role, which involves being a
link from Presbytery to the charge of Oxnam, moderating (or chairing) Kirk Session
Meetings and being aware and keeping in touch with the work and witness of Oxnam Kirk
while they are “under guardianship”. Meanwhile, Moira Land continues to be Oxnam’s

Presbytery Elder. I’m happy for anyone to contact me at any time if they have a question or
comment about anything to do with these remits.
Whereas Anna was also the locum for Oxnam, that is not my role and I’m delighted to say
the Rev Marion Dodd has agreed to take on that role from mid August. She will conduct
services and have one other day a week working in and for the parish. It is encouraging
that Marion has agreed to do this and it will be good to welcome her in August when she
takes up her post.
It must be the hope and vision of us all that as we go forward in this new chapter in the life
of Oxnam Kirk, God will continue to lead us in what we do and what we say, as we seek to
serve Him, and to serve each other, in this corner of His kingdom.
May He bless us all.
Winnie Robson

Presbytery Report
Lots of interesting things come up at Presbytery. There was a report from a conference on
the Panel looking at review in the church. They asked people to share their fears and
frustrations along with their hopes and dreams for the future of the church.
There are now four ministers in Hawick, reduced from five. The extra post has gone to Kelso
where the Rev Anna Rodwell has taken up the post and we wish her well.
There are ambitious plans in Kelso for extensions to the halls in both Kelso North and Kelso
Old. The churches of Linton, Morebattle, Hownam and Yetholm are now to be called
Cheviot Churches. The new moderator, the Rev John Chalmers will visit the Borders
Presbytery in April 2015.
Moira Land

Fundraising Lunch at Langlee Park
You are invited to Langlee Park after Church on Sunday 6th July for a light lunch followed by
a wildflower walk and games (weather permitting) for the young and not so young.
~~ Egg and spoon race ~~ sack race ~~ tug-o-war ~~ football and/or rounders ~~
Everyone welcome. Donations can be made towards the cost of a summerhouse at the Kirk
for the children and families

KIRK EVENTS
Walking Group
The Walking Group is going really well and
there is always a good crowd on the walks.
The June walk was a revisit to Penielheugh
which again was enjoyed by all. We had
the key so managed to get right to the
viewing platform on the top and were
greeted by magnificent views of the
surrounding countryside. Everyone
involved enjoys the walks and so far we
have been blessed with the weather. We
have missed Anna and her boys on the last
few walks so will just have to talk our new
minister into joining us sometime!
Our next walk will be on Sunday 13th July
at Leaderfoot where we will walk up one
side of the Leader water to Earlston and
back down the other side. A very nice six
mile walk so come on guys, you know you
want to come and join us. We will meet at
the car park next to the bus station in
Jedburgh for car sharing at 9.45 a.m. and
will leave at 10.00 a.m.
Kenny T

Library Café
This group goes from strength to strength
and it is good to see new faces join us.
Always a jolly occasion with good coffee,
cakes and chat – and sometimes even give
away plants or bundles of rhubarb. Do
come along for a bit of mid week social
time. £2 will buy you as much coffee and
cake as you like – and you can even
change your library book whilst there.
The next meeting is on 25th June with
Frank and myself hosting and on 16th July

the proceeds will be going to the Marie
Curie Big Tea Party Fund so come along
and help swell our donation to this good
cause.
Margaret Clayton

Film Nights
We are having a summer break since the
weather is forecast to be scorchio this
year and no one wants to sit inside when
they could be burning food on the
barbeque and quaffing something chilled
on a Friday night.
The Oxnam Film Nights will recommence
on August 15th with a feel good film to get
you in the mood for the kids going back to
school in the following week. The
subsequent months dates are currently
scheduled to be on the following Fridays:September 19th, October 24th, November
21st so get them into your diaries and on
to your calendars!
We are always on the lookout for good
film recommendations that will entertain
and be supported by the local community,
and preferably are available in someone’s
collection for us to use. If you have any
that you think are suitable please let me
know on: mckeand13@btinternet.com
Bob McKeand

CHILDREN IN THE CHURCH
Two special children’s events have taken place in the Kirk so far this year. Just before Easter
we welcomed “In the Bag” who entertained a group of excited under 5’s with puppets,
songs and stories on the theme of Noah’s Ark. The little ones certainly enjoyed joining in
and especially their ‘under sea’ experience. In June “Tamtastic” amazed a group of older
children with magic tricks and spinning plates. Both children and parents then had a whale
of a time trying out a selection of circus skills equipment with Tammy’s help. I still can’t spin
a plate but I’m pretty good on the balancing board as long as I don’t have to juggle at the
same time!
We have not yet planned our autumn event but we are delighted to announce that the
renowned Northumberland Theatre Company will be putting on their pantomime version
of Rumpelstiltskin in the Kirk on 11th January. An event not to be missed by any age!!
Morag McKeand

Sunday School
Sunday School continues to be held on the third Sunday of the month. Although we have
only a few regular members our numbers increase enormously when a baptism or festival
occurs at that time. We have purchased some new toys so that the young visitors have
something to play with in the vestry during the lessons and sermon of the services.
On Christmas Eve we presented another lovely Nativity scene with some of the children
dressing up and each one reading a special Christmas poem. This year Easter coincided with
Sunday School and two baptisms and over twenty extra children joined us. Luckily the
weather was fine so while the younger children searched for lots of small Easter eggs, the
older children went on a treasure hunt for the big golden egg. After following clues around
the old graveyard, Oscar finally found it in a yew bush and kindly shared it will all who took
part.
Our vegetable garden is looking promising at present. The potatoes and cabbages are
coming on well and our lettuces are almost ready. The other gardens are being cultivated
by members of the community.
We are now on our summer break and hope to welcome more children in the middle of
September when we restart.
Val Hunter

DAISY’S COOL KID’S PAGES

We are called Sooty and Max and belong
to Charlee Murdoch. She plays fetch with
Max and we think Charlee is cool.

Anybody home?? Anna Barbour with her
pony “Crumble”

I am Lewis Ralston’s new Australian Kelpie
puppy. He says I have to chase sheep one
day!!

I was christened in Oxnam Kirk and now
am nearly 4 and well on my way to being
a ballet dancer so I am really cool too

My name is Carrot and I live on a farm
near Oxnam . When the sheep have to
move fields I just go in front and the flock
follows me , so then they say -- "Good
Shepherd ". That makes me feel really
cool .
My name is ‘Big Jock’ and I was born
weighing 10.5 kg. They even put my
picture on the front page of The Scottish
Farmer!!!

The first Flanders Poppies have arrived at the Church and what a display! Well done
Alan Strickland . We are hoping for lots more over the Summer, just bring them along.

OTHER ORGANISATIONS
Oxnam Valley Voices
Oxnam Valley Voices continue to meet in the village hall at 7.00 p.m. on a Wednesday night
and are always happy to welcome new members. Their next performance will be on Sunday
20th July at 3.00 p.m. in Coldstream Parish Church where they will put on a concert, along
with their conductor Jamie McKenzie, in aid of ‘The Friends of Victoria Lodge, Coldstream’.
Afternoon tea will be served so why not make it a date for your diary and come along to
support your local choir.

Oxnam OWLS
The May meeting of this ladies group took the form of our annual fund raising event – this
time a concert given by Jamie McKenzie and Oxnam Valley Voices who entertained a
capacity audience with a varied selection of songs – all much enjoyed. This was followed by
a supper provided by the ladies of the OWLS. The proceeds for the night amounted to £600
of which £300 was sent to the Borders Branch of the Riding for the Disabled and £300 was

sent to the Borders Branch of the MS Society. It is the policy of this group that charitable
donations are made to Border charities only.
The June meeting enjoyed a most informative talk on The Bondages given by Dinah Iredale
who has researched her subject over some years. Most of us knew very little about this
subject and were quite enthralled at all we learned.
The next meeting is on Tuesday 1st July when Jean Simpson will give a talk on the late
Queen Mary, grandmother to the present Queen. New members always welcome.
Margaret Clayton

Oxnam Community Council
New members welcome – 4 meetings per year. Have your say in local matters. For further
information please contact the secretary, Karen Wardrop on 07813 859365 or
karenwardrop@btinternet.com

Oxnam Quilters
The Quilters are still going strong and already making plans for the Show in May 2015

Oxnam Gymkhana
Thanks to Tom Wardrop for hosting this year’s gymkhana at Harden Mains. The weather
was a challenge to begin with but did improve. Thanks also to the competitors and parents
who supported the show, the set-up team and all the helpers and judges who made the day
such a success.
Results
Open
Overall Champion – Fiona Steel
13 – 15 years
Overall Champion – Louise Hebdon on Fly
Reserve – Ellie Meldrum on Sylvester
11 & 12 years
Overall Champion – Katie Edgar on Glenford Little Jack
Reserve – Alexandra Edgar on Millview Grey

9 & 10 years
Overall Champion – Hamish Stenhouse on Bendicks Pepsi
Reserve – Holly Kirk on Barley
8 years & under
Overall Champion – Daisy Scott-Watson on Coco
Reserve – Rory McFadyen on Beauty
Lead Rein
Overall Champion & winner of The Oxnam Shield – Olivia Kirk on Wendy
Reserve Champion – Tom McTaggart on Harmony
Overall champion & winner of the Logan Family Trophy for 5 years & under – Connie
Turnbull on Percy

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
I can thoroughly recommend you to attend the General Assembly at some point. Anyone
can go to the visitors gallery and come and go as one pleases.
The new Moderator, Rev John Chalmers, often added humour to his talks which kept ones
attention at all times.
There were debates on the NO and YES campaigns, a stimulating talk from the National
Youth Assembly talking about fresh expression and communication among the young of
today.
Civil partnerships were still being debated. A great address from the Chief Rabbi about
friendship, co-operation and wanting to work together with the Moderator.
Lunch time talks included one on the launch of a book by John Miller, a past Moderator.
The title is Simple Life about a group of people living in Roslin opting for a simple life and
yet influencing many. Anyone interest may borrow it and you might start discarding
unnecessary possessions!!
Moira Land

THE QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY HONOURS
We are delighted to report that our Elder, Ann Fraser, was awarded an MBE for her services
to the Equestrian and Leisure Industry in the Scottish Borders and Mrs Anne Brown (Anna
Rodwell’s Mother) was awarded a BEM for services to the village of Morebattle in the
Queen’s Birthday Honours. These awards of course follow the MBE that Maude Brownlie
from Gattonside received last year for her services to Fragile X Syndrome and Fragile X
Associated Tremor/Ataxia Syndrome Research.

CHURCH TRIP
Alan Strickland is looking to organise a theatre trip towards the end of the year. Possible
events are Wicked at Edinburgh Playhouse or The Nut Cracker at Edinburgh Festival
Theatre. The cost would be approximately £45 per person which would include your ticket
and a bus to get there and back. Anyone interested please contact Alan on 01835 830650 or
alan.strickland@howdenmeadows.co.uk

OXNAM’S GOT TALENT
Lucy Hope
17 year old Lucy Hope lives at Crailinghall and has been selected as part of the Scottish
Commonwealth Games Swimming Team for this year. Lucy is part of BEST (Borders Elite
Swimming Team) and has combined her swimming with studying for most of her life. She
started competitive swimming at the age of 6 or 7 and has attended various competitions
over the years and has won too many medals to mention. Lucy’s normal day starts at
4.15 a.m. when she swims for over two hours before spending a normal day at school. She
has been part of the European Junior GB Team for some time and has attended numerous
stroke camps with the team and at Christmas past won her first senior title in the 200m
backstroke when she had the 4th fastest time in the 4 x 200m. She swims three mornings at
Laidlaw Memorial Pool in Jedburgh, 3 mornings at Galashiels and 3 nights at Kelso per
week. She also has various strength sessions per week.
This year she was the Dux medallist at Jedburgh Grammar School and will now go on to
study maths at Edinburgh University. She has just returned from two weeks swimming in
Monaco, Cannes and Barcelona and will now continue training hard for the Commonwealth
Games where she has been selected as part of the 4 x 200m relay team.
Good luck Lucy.

Leigh Corbett
Leigh is originally from Oxnam and studies drama and musical theatre at the University of
Cumbria. Her early interest in drama became stronger after her starring role in the 2009
Oxnam Pantomime, Cinderella. She has since played “Gonzalo” in The Tempest, Clara in
“Bright Lights Big City” the Musical and “Agnes” in a Dream Play, all at the Stanwix Theatre,
University of Cumbria. Leigh loves watching live performances and goes, when she can, to
West End shows in London.

After leaving University Leigh hopes to become a professional actress basing herself in
either London or Glasgow. Even ‘ tho during the holidays Leigh lives with her mother,
Susan, in Perth she always considers Oxnam to be her home.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

6th July 2014

Fundraising lunch/event at Langlee Park, Jedburgh
(after Kirk)

22nd November 2014

Christmas Fayre and Coffee Morning in Oxnam Village
Hall

17th October 2014

Harvest Supper in Oxnam Village Hall

11th January 2015

Pantomime by Northumberland Theatre Group in
Oxnam Kirk

21st February 2015

Coffee Morning in The Royal British Legion, Jedburgh

BAPTISMS

16th February 2014

Scott Walter Turnbull, son of Steven and Claire (nee
Peoples), Swinside, Jedburgh

2nd March 2014

Millie May Borthwick, daughter of Keith and Joanne
(nee Kinghorn), Lindean Mill, Ulston, Jedburgh

20th April 2014

Charles Hugh Cobaine Casson and Rory Michael
James Casson, sons of Jeffrey and Caroline Casson
(nee Hill), Edinburgh

27th April 2014

Georgia Johanne Brown and her daugher Katie Grace
Palmer, and daughter of Neil Palmer, Pleasants,
Jedburgh

DEATHS

13th December 2013

Ronald William Gormer, 7 Oxnam Mains, Jedburgh

14th June 2014

Margaret (Peg) Paxton, formerly Oxnam Row,
Jedburgh

OBITUARIES
Ronald William Gormer
Oxnam lost one of it’s characters at the end of last year with the death of Ron Gormer. Ron
moved to 7 Oxnam Mains in the late 80’s after spending most of his life working abroad and
soon fitted in well to life in the community and became part of the Spowart family,
spending many happy times with them. He was often seen sitting on the seat at the
front of his house watching the world go by, out on his bike or out walking with Liz Spowart.
He was always pottering about in the shed in his garden and spent hours making things or
fixing things for himself and others. He had a heart of gold and is sadly missed by those who
knew him.

Margaret (Peg) Paxton nee Wilson
Margaret Wilson, known as Peg or Peggy, was born on 30th May 1919 at Easter Wooden,
near Morebattle, her Father, Robert was a shepherd and Mother, Annie, a housewife. She

was the eldest of three children, her brother Rob, died in the 80’s and sister, Elsie, passed
away in 2002. The family moved to Sunlaws and later to Oxnam Row where Peg attended
Oxnam school and lived the best part of her life in the place that was so dear to her –
Oxnam. She was a single parent to Bill and Marjory and was always there for them when
she was needed, however, sadly both Bill and Marjory predeceased Peg.
Peg had a wealth of experience in all kinds of jobs from babysitting and housekeeping for
Maude Forster, dairy maid in her teenage years to the Andersons at Millheugh, she was a
forestry worker up north during WWII but also worked in the silk mill in Jedburgh. She was
dinner lady at Oxnam school and it was a proud day when she was invited back after 60
years and had her photo in the Southern Reporter.
Joyce McNeill spoke of Peg as latterly the matriarch of Oxnam Row – seeing need and
responding to it no matter who; a treasured friend and helper to the Forster family where
she shared her great gardening knowledge. She was also a fervent supporter of the Liberal
party and at election times her car was covered with Liberal posters and stickers.
Perhaps one of the biggest influence on Peg’s life and one of her greatest joys was ‘the
beautiful white Kirk in the valley’. She had a high regard for both Rev Grant and then Rev
Bill Thompson.
Peg had a great love of nature and animals, especially her dogs, and when she moved to
Cupar in the 1990’s to be near Bill and his family, Tia the spaniel went with her. Peg moved
back to the Borders to Plenderleith Court in Kelso in 1999 where she looked after the
library and helped with coffee mornings and the lottery. In April 2012 Peg moved to Milfield
Gardens where she settled in and was very happy for the rest of her life

SPECIAL KIRK SERVICES

6th July 2014

Sacrament of Communion

3rd August 2014

Service to Commemorate WWI

19th October 2014

Harvest Thanksgiving

2nd November 2014

Remembrance Service

16th November 2014

Sacrament of Communion

Services continue on the 1st, 3rd and, if applicable, 5th Sundays of each month with
hospitality on the 1st Sunday and Sunday School on the 3rd Sunday. All services start at
10.30 a.m. unless otherwise stated.

KIRK TRUSTEES & OFFICE BEARERS
Interim Moderator

Mrs Winnie Robson
Tel: 01573 226594
Email: winrobson@btopenworld.com

Elders

Lt Col Colin Hogg (Session Clerk)
Tel: 01835 850394
Email: Colin.Hogg25@btconnect.com
Mrs Moira Land (Presbytery Elder)
Tel: 01835 864776
Mrs Valerie Hunter (Sunday School Leader)
Tel: 01835 840358
Mrs Jan Scott (Press & Website Convenor)
Tel: 01835 840225
Email: jan_scott@talk21.com
Mr Robert Young (Fabric Convenor)
Tel: 01835 862181
Mrs Ann Fraser
Mrs Geraldine Strickland
Mr Andrew Dodds
Mr Robert Anderson
Mrs Francis Armstrong
Mrs Morag McKeand

Treasurer

Miss Fiona Geddes
Tel: 01835 865016 (work)
Email: fionageddes@crba.co.uk

Parish Page Editor

Mrs Fiona Ralston
Tel: 01835 840600
Email: overtonbush@tiscali.co.uk

Flower Convenor

Mrs Beryl Barbour
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