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Dear Friends,
As I look back over my last blog on the Oxnam website, I see that we have
already enjoyed two Worship Group services and very shortly we are about
to have the third one, which will focus on St Andrew, patron saint of
Scotland, and one of Jesus’ disciples. The group have unearthed some
fascinating information about Andrew and the Saltire. This service will take
place on the nearest Sunday to St Andrew’s tide - the last Sunday in
November, which coincides with the first Sunday in Advent. However, in
Oxnam, we have precedents of moving important dates - namely
Remembrance Sunday to the first Sunday in November! - to accommodate
our fortnightly services and since the last Sunday in November is a 5th
Sunday, and the St Andrew’s service will be an evening service (6pm), I
will take the liberty of focusing on Advent Sunday on the first Sunday in
December. The following service (20th) will be our children’s preChristmas service - officially the 4th Sunday in Advent, prior to our
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services.
The Harvest Supper on October 19th was a marvelous evening with a great
turn-out. Thanks to Jayne Palmer and her team for a super supper and to
Val Hunter for booking Riddle Fiddles to come and entertain. This year we
had a first - the tables were pushed back and the dance floor revealed. Up
on the floor were several contestants for ‘Strictly’ among the willing
stalwarts endeavoring to step the light fantastic through an invigorating
choice of dances. The Church looked splendid for our Harvest
Thanksgiving two days later with a glorious autumn sun shining in through
the windows. Thanks to all who contributed such a wide variety of flowers
and other seasonal goodies.
The Friendship Group reflects the goodwill and friendship that are so
evident at Oxnam. About three or four times a year (the latest one being on
Communion Sunday on the 3rd Sunday in November), the people who are
on their own after church service are invited to a lovely sociable lunch at
either Ann Fraser or Moira Land’s house. Only qualification is that you
have to be on your own, but then the nice thing is that over lunch you find
you are not on your own! Thank you to our two generous hostesses.
The Presbytery of Jedburgh is, at time of going to press, about to review its
Presbytery Plan. In relation to re-adjustments across the Presbytery,
attempts have been made in the past to ‘rearrange the deck-chairs’, but

when it doesn’t always work, it is reassuring to know that the hand of God
sometimes acts as a marvelously stabilising influence on our thinking.
And so, while we cannot know for certain before the Presbytery meeting
what the Plan will end up being, I am confident that the way ahead for
Oxnam will prove to be secure.
Meanwhile, I continue as your Locum, and all the time enjoy getting to
know and be there for more and more Oxnam folk.
Blessings and love to you all,
Marion

From the Interim Moderator
The story of Moses and the burning bush - aflame but not consumed - was
brought home to me as I drove up to the Remembrance Service at Oxnam
Kirk on the 1st November. All the way along the road the trees and bushes
outdid each other with rich autumn colours, an amazing display this year.
As I rounded a corner, down below me was a single tree, bright red leaves
glinting in the sun - ablaze but not consumed.
I then experienced my first Remembrance Service at Oxnam, with personal
thoughts, enhanced by the sound of the pipes, and the Last Post on the
trumpet. I was aware of the words so familiar - ‘gone but not forgotten’.
Certainly, over the last year, there has been plenty to remember in past and
recent history about wars and battles, and standing in Oxnam Kirkyard, I
looked over the hills and the valley, the scattered farms and cottages and
thought of the many stories of loss and grief in rural areas, highlighted
dramatically in several TV productions lately.
Two weeks before that, another Oxnam first for me - the Harvest Supper!
What a great night - good company, good supper and good entertainment -a
credit to all who helped in the organisation. Once again, a traditional
community event bringing friends and neighbours together as has happened
for many years and in many places.
It may seem from this that the rural idyll is casting its spell on me, and I
have to say how much I appreciate being part of this. The fact is, however,
that although much continues as before , as in many walks of life, there are

changes - changes in transport, in isolation, in services - or lack of them - in
communications. And in all of these, some changes are good and others
not so good. This is also true in the church both locally and nationally and
so it is as Kirk Sessions and congregations we’ve had to look at buildings,
at Ministry, at lay participation, at linkages and unions - at many aspects of
our work and witness. This has happened in Oxnam, too, and with Marion’s
help as locum, we have experienced new ways of worship and risen to
challenges put before us - and we must thank all those who have been
prepared to be involved in new and different ideas.
At present, as Marion says in her article, there is the possibility of change in
Jedburgh Presbytery with the demission of the two Kelso ministers. I would
just like to echo what she says - it may seem to be a cause for concern, but
let’s remember that God is still in charge, and we trust He will lead us on to
an exciting future for the churches and the communities in the Presbytery
area - we’re all in this together. So, in the meantime, let’s continue to work,
to pray, to serve God in this community and beyond, under His guiding
hand and surrounded by His presence with us at all times.
Winnie Robson

Remembrance service at Oxnam Church saw Anna Barbour play "the Last Post". and
"Reveille " on her Trumpet . Thank you so much Anna ,everyone appreciated it .

From the Session Clerk …

By the time you read this (hopefully!) the draft Presbytery Plan will have
been laid before Presbytery on Wednesday 4th November and I think that
the plan, if adopted, will be to the benefit of Oxnam as we will no longer be
in Guardianship but be in a dedicated shared Ministry but still keeping our
independence. It must be emphasised that this plan at present is a
discussion document NOT a fait accompli. If the plan is agreed by
ourselves and Presbytery it is not likely to take effect until the middle of
next year. If you want to know more about the plan please get in touch with
your elder or myself. Our next Kirk Session meeting will take place at 7pm
on Tuesday 17th November at Overwells when the proposed Presbytery
Plan will be discussed. You are most welcome to attend, however, it would
be helpful if you informed me if you wished to attend in case there are so
many wishing to attend that we might have to change the location!
Our Harvest Supper held in the village hall on 16th October was a
tremendous success and I would like to thank all those who answered the
call to help. Without your hard work before, during and after the event the
supper would not have taken place. I would particularly like to thank the
Armstrongs, Barbours, Barwicks and Palmers. Thanks also to Val Hunter
for securing the Riddle Fiddles who entertained us so well throughout the
evening. I was not sure if they had got it right when they suggested dancing
but how wrong I was and those who did take to the floor looked as if they
did enjoy themselves!! It would be remiss of me not to thank all of you who
produced food for the supper which was much enjoyed and also a big thank
you to all those who supported the event.
The World War I memorial plaque which shows the names of those from
the Oxnam valley who made the supreme sacrifice between 1814 & 1918
has been renovated by David Rumble the well known marble and stone
carver from Greenlaw. He has recut and highlighted the lettering, cleaned
and repointed the plaque. As mentioned in the last Parish Page, if you
would like to donate towards this restoration work, please send your
donation to our Kirk Treasurer, Fiona Geddes, at Charles & RB Anderson,
Royal Bank Buildings, Jedburgh TD8 6DF. If you have any information on
those named on the plaque please contact me on 01835 850394 or
colin.hogg25@btconnect.com

It has often been suggested that approaching the Kirk at night would be
made so much easier if there was outside lighting. Without going to great
expense session has agreed that lighting should be installed and hopefully
this work will be carried out soon. Until this is done you are well advised
that during the hours of darkness you bring a torch. On another Health and
Safety aspect we have been advised that our “mains” water is not fit for
drinking but OK for flushing the toilet and washing our hands. We are in
contact over this matter with Lothian Estates and the Scottish Borders
Council. You will be glad to know that the water used for our tea and
coffee is “brought in”!!
Beryl Barbour and her team of helpers must be thanked for the wonderful
job that they did in decorating the Kirk for our Harvest Thanksgiving
Service on 18th October. The Church looked tremendous with so much local
produce and flowers. The potatoes from our own Kirk plot were
magnificent. Although the preparation on the Saturday took some time the
dismantling on the Sunday after the service was completed in a twinkle!! At
our Harvest Thanksgiving Service it was great having so many children
with us and on this occasion made the “Sunday School” so worthwhile.
Hopefully, the number of children attending will continue to grow as they
are always most welcome.
Our first evening service was held last year on 30th November and since
then they have been held on the 5th Sunday in a month which has meant that
we have held four in all. These services have perhaps not been quite so well
attended as Morning Worship but Marion has put in a lot of work to make
them different and interesting. The next evening service will be at 6pm on
29th November and the theme will be St Andrew and will be led by our own
Worship Group who, under Marion’s guidance, are formulating this
service. Hope to see you there.
Col. Colin Hogg

The Church on Harvest Thanksgiving

Resilient Community
In August a number of the Oxnam Resilient Community Team took part in
a car treasure hunt and barbecue organised by myself. I don’t know who
had more fun; the teams working out the clues and chasing round the route
or me in setting it. It was a fun way to practice some of the navigational and
team work skills that everyone had learned earlier in the year and will be
repeated next year despite Ann Fraser’s critical remarks about the way my
mind works!!
Bob McKeand

Sunday School
We were very happy to see some new children at Sunday School since the
summer break. Near the beginning of the morning service Marion always
has an interesting story or activity for them to participate in followed by a
special children’s hymn. Then for the rest of the service they can enjoy a
variety of activities in the vestry or outside if the weather is good.
With Adam’s help our little gardens in the field were productive again,
though this year we had competition with mice for the cabbages and
cauliflowers! However, courgettes, curly kale and huge potatoes were
successfully grown and given away after several services and at the harvest
festival.
Next time, on 15th November, we shall be starting to prepare for Christmas
Eve and our Nativity scene, so we hope lots of children will come along.
Val Hunter

The flowers in the Sunday School garden

Kelso Show
Kelso Churches together, along with Vocations Champions, hosted a tent at
the Kelso Show. There was tea and coffee along with cakes and biscuits, all
served on Oxnam Library Cafe crockery, so it all looked very attractive.
The tent was so busy with all denominations. The two days were so
successful, even although it rained, which just added to the atmosphere.
Thank you to all the Oxnam people who popped in. Perhaps we shall have
another next year and widen the churches involved.

Part of the team at Kelso Show

Oxnam Village Hall
I am pleased to report that the work on replacing damaged timber joist ends
and treating the sub floor timbers against rot has finally been completed and
the floor repaired.
We also have another small bit that we will be getting repaired and, wait for
it, wait for it, the temporary patch just inside the main hall door. When I say
temporary I believe it was put down when God was a boy but better late
than never!
Our next job will be get the meeting room decorated and the flooring
renewed so that it makes it more fit for purpose. All this work does not
come cheap and will severely deplete the hall’s funds which means we will
be looking at ways to build them back up again so that we can continue to
maintain and upgrade your community hall.
Bob McKeand

DIARY DATE
Oxnam Kirk Coffee Morning will be held in The Royal British Legion,
Jedburgh on 12th March 2016 with all the usual stalls

Oxnam Valley Voices
After a few weeks summer break, Oxnam Valley Voices prepared for a
busy autumn. We learnt many new songs and polished up some of our
older tunes. The first autumn outing was to sing at Roxburgh Church to a
nearly packed house. OVV are always given such a warm welcome there
and thoroughly enjoy singing in this lovely church. A few days later the
choir went to sing for the Guild at St Mary’s Hawick. A great evening was
had by all with a lot of foot tapping and audience participation.
At the end of September some members spent the day at Lauder attending a
Choir Day. This was attended by people from many different choirs from
the South of Scotland and all OVV members came away feeling that they
had learnt a lot and hopefully improved their singing.
The most recent outing was to sing at Kelso North in aid of Marie Curie
where the fantastic amount of £1000.00 was raised.
However, no rest yet as Christmas is coming and there is a busy schedule
ahead. OVV sing twice at The Teviot Smokery on 19th November and the
3rd December at 6pm. Then again when the Christmas tree lights are turned
on in Jedburgh on 4th December at 5pm, Johnstons of Elgin on 5th
December and then they take part in the RNLI concert at Kelso Parish
Church on Sunday 6th December.
Hopefully their collective voices will have recovered for the OVV
Christmas Concert on Sunday 13th December, 3pm in Oxnam Kirk.
Bookings are already coming in for 2016 but we all have time to enjoy our
singing and have plenty of fun as well!
OVV are always looking for new members. Do come and have an evening
with the Choir who meet every Wednesday in the Village Hall at 7pm. No
audition, just come along and enjoy yourself!
Chairman: Kate Johnston
katemjohnston@yahoo.co.uk
Choir Master: Jamie McKenzie Jamie.mck199@btinternet.com

Oxnam Valley Voices and Rev Anna Rodwell in Roxburgh Church

Community AED
We now have a Community AED (defibrillator) which is installed in an
alarmed cabinet at the village hall!
This is following a successful application to the Scottish Ambulance
Service (SAS) for a public access defibrillator (AED) which has now been
installed at the village hall on the outside wall near the door so that it is
accessible 24/7.
Do not be afraid to use it if you suspect someone is suffering a heart attack
as this valuable piece of equipment could be the difference between life and
death for one of your friends or neighbours!
Many of the resilient community team and other interested locals recently
attended an excellent training session by Sam Grieve of SAS in CPR and
the use of the AED. This means that they are well prepared if they ever
have to use it. Even if you have not been trained in it’s use the machine will

tell you what to do and will not allow you to shock someone who does not
need it! So if you suspect that someone is having a heart attack take the
following steps: Call for help – ring 999 and ask for the ambulance or get someone to
do it for you
 Ask someone to get the AED from the cabinet and to get it ready
 Get the person on their back and loosen any restrictive clothing then
apply CPR:chest compressions at a rate of 30 per minute followed by
two breaths into the patient (if you are able). Repeat until someone
takes over from you or you are ready to shock the patient.
 While CPR is being administered get someone else to switch on the
AED and to follow the instructions that the machine will give.
Maintain CPR until the machine says it is ready to chock! Then shock
the patient!!
 You may have to continue CPR and shock again if it does not work
first time. Continue until an ambulance or paramedic arrives and takes
over.
If anyone wants some basic instruction on the use of the machine and
applying CPR we can arrange a session at the village hall. If there is
sufficient demand it may be possible to get SAS to run another detailed
training session in the future. Just contact me on
robertmckeand@gmail.com
Bob McKeand

Pantomime
The pantomime is coming to Oxnam church on Sunday 17th January 2016
at 3.00p.m.
This year it is " The Ugly Duckling " by Northumberland Theatre
Company. A story about Doris Duck awaiting the hatching of her eggs
and I think you can guess the rest! Starting with a rock'n'roll rooster and
ends with a shimmering swan, and in between so much fun for kids and
adults alike . Shhh-- free ice cream for all kids and the over 75's.
See you all there, tickets from Fiona Geddes or the elders.
Moira Land

Tickets:

Adult £7, Child £ 4.50 and Family (2 adults, 2 children) £20

Film Nights
The monthly film nights in the village hall continue on the 3rd Friday of the
month (normally) with email’s going out to all who have provided me with
contact details. If you are not on the list and want to be please drop me a
note. The showings vary from classics to recent releases, through drama,
comedy, action and foreign language and it only costs you a couple of quid!
We are always looking for good suggestions and the loan of good films to
show so don’t be shy. Our latest showings were “Lincoln” and “What I did
on my Holidays” which were enjoyed by all those attending. Our next films
are “The 100 Year Old Man” on 20th November, “Paddington” on 18th
December and “Suite Francaise” on 15th January 2016.
Bob McKeand

Walking Group
Well, here we go again, I'm asked to pen a page for the church magazine all
about the group walks that we have enjoyed over the last few months. They
have all been very good and I think they were enjoyed by all who joined
us. The last walk was from Denholm back to Jedburgh and the one previous
to that was from Jedburgh on a circular route via Monteviot house and back
to Jed by Sharplaw The Jedburgh circular walk was lead
by my Brother, Thomas, as I was away trekking across Spain once more
taking on the Pyrenees, Meseta and Galician mountains through wind and
rain plus a lot of sunshine. My feet were not happy but I was! Maybe
sometime the walking group should go there and walk the 500 miles, well
maybe not!!
Our next walk is on the 13th December which will be another circular walk
starting at Roxburgh and finishing there. A nice 6 to 7 mile walk, so why
don't you bring a friend and enjoy the wonders of the Borders walks. We
shall met at the Cannongate car-park in Jed for car sharing.
The walks seem to be going well but we are always looking for new people
to join us, and its free.
Kenny T

Farewell
After spending many, many years at Windram and being very
much part of the Oxnam community, it is with great sadness that
we say goodbye to Jean Simpson. We wish her well in her new
home in Denholm

Kirk Services 2015/16
15th November

Sacrament of Communion – Sunday School

29th November

Evening Service at 6pm (Focus on St Andrew)

6th December

Sunday Service (Hospitality Afterwards)

20th December

Family Christmas Service

24th December

Candlelight Service at 5.30pm

25th December

Christmas Day Service at 10.30 a.m.

3rd January 2016

New Year Service (Festive Hospitality Afterwards)

17th January

Sunday Service – Sunday School

31st January

Evening Service at 6pm

7th February

Sunday Service (Hospitality Afterwards)

21st February

Sunday Service – Sunday School

6th March

Sunday Service (Hospitality Afterwards)

20th March

Sunday Service – Sunday School

27th March

Easter Sunday Service

3rd April

Sunday Service (Hospitality Afterwards)

17th April

Sunday Service – Sunday School

1st May

Sunday Service (Hospitality Afterwards)

15th May

Sunday Service – Sunday School

29th May

Evening Service at 6pm

5th June

Sunday Service (Hospitality Afterwards)

19th June

Sunday Service – Sunday School

All services are at 10.30am unless otherwise stated

Marriages

7th August 2015

Lauren Claire Hughes and Thomas Harry Elliot,
Hindhope

Deaths

21st July 2015

James Riddell Turnbull, Blair Avenue, Jedburgh
(formerly of Oxnam Green)

Obituary

James Riddell Turnbull was born at Newbigging Bush. He lived his whole
life [until two years ago] in the Oxnam Valley. He was baptised in the Kirk
in Oxnam. Jimmy's mother played the organ in the Kirk and Jimmy's father
would walk to the service or take the pony and gig.
Jimmy went to Oxnam School and then on to Jedburgh Grammar School.
He had a wee sister, Margaret.
When Jimmy was not at the school he would be working on the farm,
helping his father, he loved working on the farm. He loved ploughing with
the Clydesdales - Peg and Jean. Throughout his life, no matter what, he
could remember their names - Peg and Jean.

Jimmy left school at 13 to work on the farm. He was a member of the
Oxnam Young Farmers. Jimmy worked hard on the farm and looked
forward to the local dances at the weekend. Jimmy and his father worked
the farm on their own with the help of some seasonal workers.
It was at a dance one night that Jimmy met Betty. They both liked to dance
and they got on really well. They started walking out together.
Betty lived at home and looked after her father.
I asked Betty how or when Jimmy had proposed and she said, well after my
father died I just said to Jimmy : "I think we should get married"! Jimmy
thought that was a splendid idea and that's what they did. They were
married at Oxnam Kirk by a very young Bill Thompson.
Married life began on the farm at Newbigging Bush. Jimmy and Betty
worked away together just fine. They were a handsome couple.
They attended the Kirk together. Jimmy joined the Oxnam Bowlers and
many happy evenings were had in Oxnam Hall, not just at the Bowling but
at many local events - Burns Suppers, Harvest Suppers, Dances - Jimmy
and Betty were part of the bedrock of the Oxnam Valley Community.
Jimmy and Betty were blessed with two children; Ann Elizabeth and Mark
James.
Jimmy was a lovely Dad. He loved his family and his life on the farm.
After many happy years they came out of the farm and moved to Oxnam
Neuk and from there to Oxnam Green.
Jimmy liked to be in the village and finally had time to spend in his garden.
He still worked here and there and always did the lambings at
Middleknowes.
Jimmy was glad to welcome a son-in-law and a daughter-in-law into the
family. Later he was delighted to be a grandfather to Shona, Kevin, Jack
and Rachael and a Great-Grandfather to little Rory.
Jimmy worked right up until he was 80.
Jimmy spent almost all of his life in the Oxnam valley and his character
will be sorely missed by all who knew him.
Anna Rodwell
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