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We exist to proclaim God’s love to all people
To worship the Lord Jesus Christ
And in the Spirit of service to care for our neighbours
We are looking for a Minister
In welcoming and working with the newly appointed minister Kelso Country
Churches and Oxnam Kirk would wish for a person who would be looking to
the future rather than the past and so be open to development and change.
A person with a pastor’s heart keen to build positive relationships with all
age groups both within the church and the community.
A person who will enjoy rural living and feel it right to take the step of
coming to this locality with the purpose of supporting and building the faith
and witness of the churches here.

View from the manse looking south to the Cheviot Hills
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The Borders - An attractive place to live and work
There is something quite special about living in the Borders. It's quite hard to pin
down exactly what makes this place so attractive. But:It's something to do with the scenery.
This is a beautiful land with rolling hills and fields. It has a stunning dramatic
coastline yet gently flowing rivers. There is constant pleasure in driving through
this landscape on quiet roads. Where often at each turn there is something that
catches the eye and rejoices the heart.
It's something to do with its industry.
Not the industry of a busy city driven by commercial pressure. Rather industry
determined by nature and the rhythm of the seasons. Farmers who take great care
to look after their fields with the purpose of harvesting the bounty of the land; and
farmers who take great care in tending their varied livestock. All respecting and
working within the ever changing yet ever constant seasons.
It's something to do with its history.
The current peaceful setting belies its troubled past. One doesn't have to travel far
to visit previous battlefields or to see ruined keeps, castles and abbeys; each with
an important story to tell. Not all the historic buildings are in ruins. There are some
very beautiful churches as you will see later in this Parish Profile.
It's something to do with its connectivity.
Although the Borders seems to be ‘tucked away" it is not much more than an
hour’s journey to get to Edinburgh, Newcastle or Carlisle. There is now a recently
opened rail-link that connects right to the centre of Edinburgh.
It's something to do with its variety.
Each of the Border towns has a unique character. Each protects its own identity
with a passion. Each has something to offer without which the Borders would be a
poorer place. Each town has its own ‘Common Riding' where it commemorates
keeping folk safe in past years.
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It's something to do with its quality of life.
There is a great deal of activity going on in the Borders. There are lots of different
clubs and activities for all ages. Most people are aware of the association of the
Borders and rugby but look a little closer and you will find lots of activities for all the
family associated with walking, cycling, curling, skating, horse-riding, birdwatching,
dance, music, opera, theatre, golf, fishing, photography and many more.
But perhaps most importantly it is something to do with its people. In the main the
people are welcoming and friendly. Living in the Borderlands results in having to get
on with folk who come from differing backgrounds. Some say that the main
difference is due to the slightly more relaxed pace of life Border folk enjoy; it gives
them just a bit more time to chat with and listen to each other.

View of Eildon hills from Scott’s View
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Church Manse in Stichill Village

The manse comprises of a vestibule, hall, large sitting room, dining room, study, three
bedrooms (one en-suite), large kitchen/breakfast room, utility room, large bathroom,
excellent cupboard space, gas central heating and double glazing throughout. It has a
large single garage attached to the house and a large attic space, which is partly floored.
The front garden is mostly in grass with mature shrub beds leading down to the wall. The
back garden is enclosed. It is also mostly in grass with an area of shrubs at the top of the
garden, hedges to both the east and the west side of the property. In the back garden there
is an outhouse.
The manse is currently being refurbished with a new kitchen and bathroom. The
incoming minister will have the opportunity to choose the decor, soft furnishings and
new carpets.
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Stichill
Smailholm

Kelso
Makerstoun
Roxburgh

Jedburgh
Oxnam

Churches of the Parishes
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Our Vision
r Is to carry out God’s Will in the churches and community.
r

We want to continue to build welcoming, friendly worshipping congregations.

r

We want to ensure that the pastoral care of church members for each other is
generously given.

r

We want to involve and encourage members of all ages in a range of different
forms of worship.

r

We wish to examine how our churches can promote the integration of children,
teenagers and young adults into the life of the church family.

r

We want to develop outreach initiatives for all ages of the community.

r

We would aim to identify the spiritual gifts of members of the congregation so
these talents are used to develop the general work and witness of the church.

r

We seek to improve all communication within and between each of the churches.

r We would want to nurture the integration of the recent linkage.
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Kelso Country Churches
This united parish is made up of four rural churches in villages on the periphery of Kelso.
Makerstoun Church

The small village of Makerstoun has approximately 20 houses owned primarily by
Makerstoun Estate and nearby farms. The river Tweed, famous for its salmon fishing,
flows through the parish. The church was built in 1808 and is surrounded by peaceful
farmland. A new annexe; built onto the church recently providing a much needed
kitchen, meeting room and toilet. Sunday worship is held twice monthly at 10 am. At
present, communion is held once a year. The former primary school is now a Girl Guide
Centre and the village hall is used for local events throughout the year.
Smailholm Church

This lovely church lies in the heart of Smailholm village. The present building dates from
around 1783 and was built on the foundations of its Norman predecessor and has many
interesting features. The parish has historical links with St Cuthbert and Sir Walter Scott
and Smailholm Tower, an old watchtower is a local landmark and can be seen for miles
around. The village is made up of approximately 30 houses and the village hall has been
upgraded to a high standard and is used regularly by various organizations which fosters
a good community spirit. Sunday worship is held twice monthly at 10 am. Communion is
held once a year.
Your Calling – Our Vision
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Stichill Church

This church serves the rural congregation of Stichill, Hume and Nenthorn which is made
up of three villages with farms scattered throughout the area and has the largest
congregational roll of the four churches. The church is situated at the top of the village,
three miles from Hume and two and a half miles from Nenthorn. The present building
dates from around 1783 and extensive alterations were carried out in 1906 which are still
in place today. In 2003, an adjoining stable to the church was converted into a much
needed hall. Services are held every Sunday at 11.15 am. Communion is celebrated twice
yearly.
Roxburgh Church

The original church dates from 1752 and the two galleries and vestry were added in the
1800s’. The picturesque village of Roxburgh is situated by the river Teviot. Since the
school closed, the building is now used as the village hall. The membership is made up of
people from the village and neighbouring village of Heiton and the surrounding district
but as is the case in all the churches, some of the members live in Kelso. Sunday worship
is held monthly at 11.15 am. And there is presently one Communion per year.
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Kelso Country Churches – Church Life
The combined congregational roll of the four churches is 205 members with 3 Adherents
and no one on the Supplementary roll. There are 15 Elders. The combined average
attendance of the churches is approximately 30 to 40.
On the fifth Sunday of a month, a joint service is held, rotating round the churches over
the year.
We have two resident organists and digital organs are used in all churches. A Church
Magazine is produced bimonthly to keep the people of this rural community in touch and
informed of the day to day life of the church. In Stichill Church we have a screen where
the hymns are projected onto during the Sunday service along with other items.
From July we have opted for Joint Sunday services till the end of the year.

Bicentenary service at Makerstoun

Open air service at Hume Castle
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Church Organisations, Committees and its people.
The Guild plays an active role in the work and witness of the church and arranges fundraising and social events and is involved in the wider work of the Presbyterial Council of
The Guild.
The Friday Club is on Friday afternoons in blocks of 3 or 4 weeks at a time and
involves primary school children from the parishes and is led by dedicated member.
The Choir is made up of members from all churches and meets for special festivals and
events throughout the year.
The Worship Team was set up in 2002. It is a group of people actively involved in
worship in all churches by taking all aspects of the Sunday worship; preaching, reading
scripture and leading prayers. There are four members of the congregation who take
regular services throughout the year and work in with the rota of services in the four
churches. Other members do the readings every Sunday and occasional prayers.
The Pastoral Care Team continues in the vacancy in the visitation of the old and the
vulnerable along with the housebound and bereaved.
The Events Team comprised of representatives from the four churches and their helpers
plan an annual programme of fund-raising events and social occasions.
The Buildings and Fabric Team comprised of representatives from the churches look
after the churches, meeting rooms and Manse.
The Finance team look after the financial affairs of the congregation.

Walking for African Orphans

Enjoyment at the kids club
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In 2015 the congregation by means of retiring offerings, sponsored walks, lunches and
other ways was able to give charitable help to - Self Help Africa; Christian Aid: Raphael
Centre (South Africa); Oxfam and Build a House appeal for Nepal.
Following each church service there is an opportunity to chat and have fellowship over
tea, biscuits and cake. Makerstoun and Stichill are fortunate in that they each have an
additional space to facilitate this activity. The other two churches go to great lengths in
also providing this service in ensuring all feel warmly welcomed.
We are involved with Kelso Churches Together which encompasses all the
denominations of ministers and congregations in the town of Kelso and surrounding area.
The Bridge and Scrabble Clubs meet during winter months.

Stichill Church Hall
Opened in 2003, Stichill church hall is adjacent to the church and was tastefully
converted from the stables of the former manse. It has excellent facilities while retaining
the original character of the building. It consists of a main hall which comfortably seats
55 people at tables with excellent storage space. There is a spacious, well-equipped
kitchen and a toilet. The hall is used for most meetings and events of Kelso Country
Churches and has been a great asset to life and witness of the church in the community.
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Oxnam Kirk
Oxnam Parish is a country parish in one of the most beautiful valleys in the Scottish
Borders.

Oxnam Kirk

Oxnam Kirk is located 3 miles to the east of Jedburgh and to the west is fringed by the
rolling Cheviot Hills. Oxnam itself consists of a small village with around 20 houses, a
Kirk and Village Hall with a scattered community throughout the area of the parish. The
Oxnam Water, which is a tributary of the Teviot, runs through the length of the valley.
The Parish is 21,000 acres in area with a population of 191 and a Kirk Roll of 129. It has
the biggest land area of any parish in the presbytery. Rural poverty and problems can be
as serious as those in more urban areas and often more difficult to identify.
The Kirk, which is half a mile out of the village and overlooks the valley, is light and
airy, built in 1778 with an addition to form a T-shape built in 1874.Toilet and washing-up
facilities have been added recently.
The interior and exterior walls are white with no stained glass in the windows. It is very
much at the centre of the community being seen as a place of worship giving peace and
tranquillity.
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A children’s garden is in a field by the Kirk where vegetables or wild flowers are grown
by the Sunday School.
Worship is on the 1st and 3rd Sundays at 10.30am. On the 5th Sunday there is an evening
service at 6pm. Communion is in July and November. Sunday School is the 3rd Sunday of
the month in school term time. Hospitality in the Kirk happens after the service on the
first Sunday of the month. The Kirk is full at Christmas. Harvest Thanksgiving and
other special services are also well attended. Church attendance is normally 25-30. In
the last 10 years there have been 50 baptisms. There are 11 elders, all of whom are
actively involved and excellent district elders. The Church’s finances are in good order.
Community Activities run by the Kirk
!

Worship Group meets frequently to plan and deliver excellent services

!

Coffee Morning every three weeks to coincide with Library Van visiting

!

Walking Group

!

Film Night every month in the Hall

!

Pantomime in Church

!

Flower Festival

!

Harvest Supper

!

Oxnam Valley Voices (OVV) Community Choir - started by the Kirk
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Library Café
Other Community Activities
"

Bowling Club

"

Mothers & Toddlers

"

Quilting

"

Resilient Community

"

Oxnam Water Ladies (OWLS)

"

Concerts, Plays, Quizzes

Pet Service
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Plans for the next few months " Icons brought by the monks from Alnmouth
" Choral Workshop open to all - Pantomime
" Oxnam Valley Voices Concert - Parable of the talents fund raising

Oxnam walking group
There is a strong sense of community in the parish with activities taking place in the
Village Hall many of which are organised by the Kirk.
The main strength of the church is that it has a strong community spirit but it is
acknowledged there is a need to encourage young families to be more integrated into the
wider church family.
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The two main adjacent towns of Kelso and Jedburgh
Jedburgh is a small country town with a great historic background. Jedburgh Abbey,
Mary Queen of Scots House, the Castle Jail are all places of interest and are the back
drop to many of the battles and skirmishes which have taken place over the centuries
across the border which is just 9 miles away. These are still remembered with an annual
Festival and Riding of the Marches. Rugby and horse riding are both strongly supported
in the area.
There are shops, pubs and restaurants in Jedburgh with a bus service to Newcastle,
Edinburgh and other Border towns. There is a swimming pool and a dry ski slope. Many
of the businesses support the local agricultural industry.

Jedburgh Abbey
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Kelso
Folk who live in and around Kelso tend to agree with Sir Walter Scott that….”Kelso is
the most beautiful if not the most romantic town in Scotland.” Situated at the confluence
of the Tweed and Teviot rivers its geographical setting is quite stunning. But also the
town is full of historic and architectural interest; it has a number of beautiful and
important Georgian and Victorian buildings. At its centre is a cobbled square (claimed to
be the largest in Scotland) that is regularly used for a Farmers’ Market and other civil and
social functions.

It is a fine shopping area meeting the needs associated with the

everyday things of life as well as more specialised items. There are a number of fine
pubs and restaurants in the town used by the locals and tourists alike. It has all the
facilities one would expect of a town with a population of about 6 thousand people.
These include reasonable transport links, banking, pharmacy services along with good
primary and secondary schools.

The secondary school will be moving into a new

building in 2017.

Kelso Abbey
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Please note:a) the post is 0.75 FTE ministry
b) it is anticipated that the times of the church service will be reviewed on the
appointment of a minister
c) Kelso Country Churches linked with Oxnam Kirk decided against the departure
from the church’s traditional practice in relation to human sexuality in relation to
the appointment of a minister.
To discuss any of the matters raised above please contact:Nomination Committee Clerk

Mr David Harvey
email - david.harvey@which.net
phone - 01573 450 342

This Parish Profile can be seen on the churches websites:
Kelso Country Churches - www.kelsolinkedchurchescofs.org
Oxnam Kirk - www.Oxnamkirk.co.uk
Kelso Country Churches - Session Clerk

Mr Jim Smith
email - jamessmith484@btinternet.com
phone - 01573 470 250

Oxnam Kirk - Session Clerk

Lt-Colonel Colin Hogg OBE DL
email - colin.hogg25@btconnect.com
phone - 01835 850 394

Kelso Country Churches (Church of Scotland) – Scottish Charity Number SC000958
Oxnam Parish (Church of Scotland) – Scottish Charity Number SC010593
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