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Dear Friends,
My goodness, doesn’t the time fly? …….. and the rest of that saying is, ‘when
you are enjoying yourself’! It is already mid-November and I am certainly
enjoying myself being with you lovely people.
We have just heard that Robin McHaffie, newly retired from Cheviot Churches,
has taken over as Interim Moderator of Oxnam Kirk. The Presbytery of
Jedburgh is struggling at the moment with so few ministers to service the charges
that are vacant. Charles Finnie, who was our Interim Moderator, until recently,
was having to look after two charges. Likewise, Kelso Old and Sprouston are
having a change of Interim Moderator, from Rev Douglas Nicol to Helen
Howden, one of his elders.
Not so long ago, the Kelso area seemed to be bereft of ministers. Now, just a few
months on, the situation is looking brighter all round. Your Nominating
Committee is working well with their colleagues in Kelso Country Churches and
my old patch is being positive about being able to call a minister. Meanwhile,
with another new vacancy - Jedburgh Old - there is good news along the road at
Hawick, where a sole nominee is preaching at Old and St Mary’s linked with
Teviot. They only had to wait for one year, pretty good in this day and age.
Anna’s appointment must have clocked up a record, but we all know that that is
because the people in Kelso knew right from the beginning that they wanted
Anna as their minister. Now, four months into her ministry at Kelso North and
Ednam, she is loving it, and doing wonderfully well.
Meanwhile, life in Oxnam Kirk is going well. The Worship Group is working on
its next service, which will be the evening service at the end of January. Those of
you who are concerned about coming up to Oxnam on these winter nights, need
not worry, as we now have very strong lights to light the path and the subtle
church lights, coupled with candles looks just magic. The January service will
focus on a well-known Pop Group. You might like to ask yourselves what you
would have felt like, as a Priest, as a Levite, and as the Good Samaritan if you
have been the one to come upon the man who was beaten up and left for dead.
It has been in my mind to see if we could set up a Bible study group to meet up
during the weeks before we have a service and talk about the readings that will
be used on the following Sunday. We did it in Kelso for several years and had
many people come - some regularly, others now and again. Our first one in
Oxnam was a couple of weeks ago when 6 of us met at Morag’s house for one
hour. Interesting. We went through the three readings and it was amazing, so
interesting what things people came up with. Some of the group would recognise
themselves in the sermon on the following Sunday! All enjoyed the experience,
and are looking forward to the next one, which will be on Wednesday 30th

November at Overwells from 5.30 – 6.30 p.m. The readings we will be studying
will be Isaiah 11: 1-103, Psalm 72: 1-7, 18-19, Romans 15: 4-13 and Matthew
3: 1-12, and together we will decide which of those readings to use on Sunday
4th December. By then we will be into the season of Advent which starts on
Sunday 27th November. With the world frenetically preparing for the big day,
let us not lose sight of the kind of preparation we, as Christians, should be
making. Making room for God in our lives so that the world around us may be a
more peaceful, self-less place. With Christmas Day falling on a Sunday this
year, it makes the actual Christmas-tide busier than ever. This year we are
hoping to have two Baptisms and the Oxnam Valley Voices at the service on
Sunday 18th, that should be a bit of a party, then we have the usual happy family
service on Christmas Eve, and as usual a night for surprises! Followed by a
more meditative service on Christmas morning. It is the season of goodwill and
great joy and it is my great joy to know that we have many different people come
to all these services. Oxnam Kirk will certainly have the rafters raised!
With Christmas greetings, blessings and love to you all
Marion

From the Session Clerk ….
First of all an update on where we are with regards the appointment of a minister
to Kelso Country Churches (KCC – Roxburgh, Stitchill, Smailholm &
Makerstoun) and Oxnam Parish. A nomination committee consisting of six
members from KCC and five from Oxnam now meet regularly. The five
members from Oxnam are Jayne Palmer, Morag McKeand, Moira Land, Ann
Fraser and Andrew Dodds. Ann Fraser has been nominated by the committee as
the committee convenor. Our Kirk Session has agreed on our Parish Profile
which can now be read, in conjunction with the KCC profile, on the website so
the position is being advertised and we now wait for applications. If you wish to
be kept completely up to date please contact Ann Fraser.
Our Church website goes from strength to strength. Jan Scott, who has been our
website co-ordinator for many years, has handed over the role to Morag
McKeand with Moira Land acting as the deputy. A huge thank you to Jan for all
her hard work with the website. Do follow our website for up to date information

and indeed those who do will already see that Morag has made a number of
changes.
In September Jan and Sandy moved from Dolphinston to St Boswells and we
wish them both many years of happiness in their new abode. I am so glad to
report that Jan will continue as an Elder but as she has moved out of the valley
will find it more difficult to be so ‘hands on’ as she has been in the past.
From time to time it has been suggested that our Kirk sound system required to
be updated and Alan Strickland has kindly done research into how we might
proceed with this project. Session have agreed that the suggestions made by a
Selkirk firm have merit and a site visit has taken place. Hopefully at our next
Session meeting in November a decision can be made to go forward with the
suggested new sound system.
Since our last Parish Page in July we held a fun pet service in September which
was held outside and luckily the weather was kind to us so we did not have to
revert to the ‘wet weather programme’! There were lots of dogs but sadly no
other animals so hopefully next year, if we hold a pet service, there will be lots of
different species brought along! I must report that there were no dog fights!
In October we held our Harvest Thanksgiving Service. A full report on this
service appeared in the Southern Reporter with a photograph under the heading
of ‘Hen lays her claim to fame at Oxnam Kirk’. Many thanks to Moira Land who
brought Henrietta who took a great interest in all that was going on around her
during the service. The church had been beautifully decorated by Beryl Barbour
and her team. A huge thank you to them all. Indeed throughout the year flowers
always appear at our Sunday services as if like magic an our continued thanks to
Beryl for ensuring that this happens.
On 6th November we held our Remembrance Service. As in the past, the first
wreaths laid were in remembrance of F/O Robert Bruce and CQMS Thomas Hall
KOSB. Heather Rhodes, the sister of Robert Bruce, laid the first wreath and Irene
Dalton, niece of Thomas Hall, the second wreath. The congregation, led by
Marion, and to the accompany of the pipes then went outside to our 1st World
War Memorial to remember the twenty two from the Oxnam valley who did not
return. After a prayer from Marion the names of the fallen were read out then
Anna Barbour sounded the Last Post. Bob Young laid the wreath which was
followed by the piper playing The Flowers of the Forrest and then the two
minutes silence. Reveille was then sounded by Anna. We returned into the
warmth of the church with the pipes playing Blue Bonnets o’er the Border, the

Regimental March of the King’s Own Scottish Borderers. Eleven of those named
on our memorial plaque lost their lives serving with the KOSB’s.
Marion, as always, led us in a most meaningful service with peace being very
much the theme. Not only did Marion recite Binyon’s famous lines “They shall
grow not old as we that are left grow old. Age shall not weary them, nor the years
condemn. As the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember
them” but also “Tell them of us and say, for their tomorrow we gave our today”
these lines were written by John Maxwell Edmonds in 1916 but perhaps better
known as the Kohima epitaph. Our service ended with singing all three verses of
God Save the Queen.
Not long till Christmas. Hope that we will see lots of support for all the planned
activities over the next two months details of which are given throughout the
Parish Page.
Col Colin Hogg

The Church on Harvest Thanksgiving

Sunday School
The wild flower seeds sown by the children in May resulted in a lovely colourful
display from July to September. We are now allowing the seeds to be scattered
before clearing the beds and sowing extra seeds already kindly sent to us from
the Kew Gardens ‘Go Wild Team’.
Our first session since the summer break coincided with the pet service in
September. It was lovely to have so many young families joining us in the field,
with the children playing a prominent part and enjoying a treasure hunt at the

end. At the beginning of the Harvest Festival seven children carried in small
baskets of fruit and other offerings to be placed in front of the communion table
along with all the other gifts of fruit, vegetables and eggs. Later they were
thrilled to have Henrietta the hen with them in the vestry during their Sunday
School activity time.
We are very grateful for the kind donation which enabled us to purchase a
beautiful large wooden Noah’s Ark and animals. It will be the focus of many a
Sunday School activity in the future and give delight to many children. Now we
are preparing things for our table at the Christmas Bazaar on Saturday 26th
November and hope very much you will all come along to support us. Val Hunter

Sunday School wild flower garden

Presbytery

There is a new idea emerging from Presbytery and Ministries Council in
Edinburgh, looking at churches . The idea would be to have a hub- based
ministry - this image is rather one of hub and spokes in an inseparable
relationship of independence. While the hub (leadership) is essential to good
function, it can achieve little on its own, the spokes (partner workers)
transforming the hub into an effective and efficient wheel. This is just in its
infancy and would need much discussion and effective working with everyone.
The idea would be to have one hub in Kelso and one hub in Hawick .
There was a talk on Street Pastors in Galashiels. These volunteer Pastors go out
on Saturday nights to "look out" for the youth on the streets. They are very well
thought of by the police and the people in need. Always looking for more
volunteers .

Anyone who is familiar with "facebook" can type in "rural churches in Scotland".
There they can see interesting things happening in the Rural Churches, Oxnam is
featured.
Moira Land

Pantomime

Little Red Riding Hood is coming to Oxnam Kirk on Sunday 8th January 2016
starting at 3.00p.m. The Northumberland Theatre Company are returning to
Oxnam Kirk again and are very welcome as we will all have so much fun and
laughter. Let's hope the Wolf is scary but not toooooo much!
Tickets can be bought from any of the elders, Fiona Geddes on 01835 865106,
07867590040 and also at the door .
Family £20
Adult £7
Child £4.50
Free ice cream for children and adults over 75
Why not join in the fun and come dressed as Little Red Riding Hood or even the
wolf!!

Oxnam Water Ladies
It’s nearly four years now since the OWLs came together and the group
continues to thrive with around 35 members at present. OWLs meet on the first
Tuesday of each month between March and December at 7.30pm in Oxnam
Village Hall to listen to an interesting speaker for about an hour before tucking in
to copious amounts of tea, coffee and home-baking! (OK, so we really only go
for the goodies!)
The group’s emphasis is on enjoyment, getting together in a very relaxed
atmosphere to hear enthralling stories such as Vicky Jack’s account of climbing
Everest and Kathleen Macfarlane’s exploits aboard the Tall Ships. Sometimes
our speakers cover more serious subjects such as midwifery in Africa and CT
Scanning (absolutely fascinating by the way), but all are certainly worth a listen.
Once a year, in May, the OWLs normal meeting is given over to a charity
concert. This, like all other meetings, is open to all.
Profits from the group go directly to mainly Borders charities as we have
minimal running costs. This year we have given over £1000 to various charities
including the Lavender Touch, Midwives in Zambia and BAAGS (Borders
Aspergers & Autism Group Support).
Members pay £10 per year plus £3 per meeting and visitors pay just £4 each time
they come. Although we are called Oxnam Water Ladies, we often have
husbands, partners and friends coming along as well. All are welcome at OWLs.
If you are interested in coming, just turn up or call Elspeth Currie on 01835
869924 or Anne Davies on 01835 864122.

Borders Search and Rescue Unit Win International Category of the
Dolomiti Rescue Race 2016!
This event, which includes technical and endurance tests, was conceived
primarily to create an annual occasion to meet en masse with the teams of all the
regions of the Italian Mountain Rescue Service. The ultimate aim is to have an
opportunity to get together outside the usual pressure-cooker environment of a
Mountain Rescue operation. It is open to international Mountain Rescue Teams
as well, hence our involvement.
To summarise the race : teams of 4 run a 17km route which climbs 1250m
(4060ft) and descends 1440m (4680ft), carrying two 60m ropes, climbing
helmets and harnesses and other safety equipment. In this you have to complete

a 200m knife edged ridge roped section, a 40 m abseil off a mountain and
assemble and run with a stretcher for the last 1km. Simple really!
BSARU entered a team for the first time in 2015 and were overcome by the
welcome extended to us by the residents of Pieve Di Cadore, where the race is
based, and all of the Italian Mountain Rescue Teams taking part in the event. As
a result when the invitation came through for the 2016 race we were keen to enter
again, though family and work commitments prevented one of our 2015 team
from going. Our 2016 team included last year’s entrants, Duncan Buchanan, Ian
Stark and Bob McKeand plus Peter Gibson as the newbie. A couple of quick
team training sessions on speedy abseiling were organised and we arranged to fly
out a few days ahead of the race so that we could enjoy some via ferrata climbs
in the stunning mountains of the Dolomites whilst practicing some of the
technical skills that would be needed in the race.
Our thoughts that we would be more relaxed by going early were almost
scuppered when we turned up to our pre-booked hostel at 8pm to find it closed
and with no answer to our ringing on the bell. Ian finally managed to attract the
attention of the caretaker by throwing pebbles at his apartment window only to
be told that the place was closed, the water was off and directing us to find a
hotel. A hurried call to the Dolomiti Race supremo, Marco Da Col, and a visit to
him at the local mountain rescue base quickly resolved the problem. One phone
call from him and suddenly it was all a big mistake and the hostel was open and
our beds would be ready in 30 minutes! Only in Italy!!
Two glorious days followed where we tackled the via ferrata Albino Michielli
Strobel and the via ferrata degli Alpini in the mountains around nearby Cortina
(the famous ski resort). Literally meaning iron road, via ferrata are climbs in the
Dolomites where cables are attached to steel pins embedded in the rock in the
more difficult sections. Where there are no suitable footholds there may also be
ladders and metal rungs attached to the rock on some of the more vertical
sections. It means that with a climbing helmet and harness plus a safety lanyard
to clip on to the cable, people can climb on some of the steepest and highest
routes without having to carry ropes and other climbing equipment. You do
however need a head for heights as the potential drops on many sections of these
climbs are substantial.
After two days in glorious sunshine we headed back to Pieve di Cadore to
reacquaint ourselves with the ancient stretcher we were borrowing again for the
race. Then it was on to the pre race safety briefing which gave us a chance to
watch the video of the previous years race, reminding us of how difficult the race
would be. After a restrained time at the pre-race social it was off to the hostel for
a relatively early night.

On the morning of the race we were up at 6am in order to be in the town square
for 7am to catch the minibus up to the start. Whilst initially a bit cloudy at the
start, it cleared as teams went through the obligatory kit safety check, to show the
very steep initial 800m climb that we faced after the initial 300m dash across
flatter ground from the start. I preferred the ignorance of last year!
A quick countdown and at 9am all 34 teams were off in a quick dash to get to the
start of the steep climb. Here everyone settled down into a grunting and puffing
stream threading their way up through the tree covered mountainside on a narrow
path. The leaders were no doubt running but most were walking as fast as they
could. This was all about teamwork, and with selfless sacrifice Duncan (Diesel
Duncan) took on the carrying of my rucksack in addition to his own, which
already contained one of the two 60m ropes that the team had to carry. The brief
respite of some flat land when we reached the alpine meadow, Plan De Antelao
was followed by more steep climbing onto the ridge where we faced our first
technical test.
Here we had to put on helmets, harnesses and our safety lanyards to race along a
knife edged ridge whilst attached to a safety rope bolted along its length. I
believe the views from here are fantastic but was too busy moving along as
quickly as possible to notice them. A slippery steep descent from this ridge then
led to a fantastic long run along mountain tracks across the mountain where the
team made good speed whilst also being filmed from a helicopter during part of
it! This lung bursting run ended at a mountain hut on the mountain side where
we faced the next technical challenge.
This challenge involved using the two ropes the team had carried to abseil 40m
down the mountain and before the next running section. Thankfully our practice
sessions meant that this went smoothly and more speedily than we had managed
the year before. A hurried retrieval and re-packing of our ropes once all our team
was down the abseil then we were off on a knee crunching run on vertiginous
paths down through the trees. This run seemed to go on forever, particularly for
one of our number who not only suffered cramp twice but also got stung by a
bee. Finally the trees ended and we came into the edge of the village of Pozzale
where the slope eased slightly as we continued downhill on a road. As we turned
onto a track again, we knew we were approaching our final technical challenge,
which was to assemble the stretcher we were to run the final leg with.
Great teamwork meant that this was done with alacrity and we were off downhill
again. Thundering down the steep roads and stepped pathways into Pieve Di
Cadore we could see the team ahead, and were closing on them. Despite a
herculean final effort, charging up the steps and round the buildings into the main
square, we couldn’t quite catch them before the finish line where we were
greeted to a hero’s welcome by cheering crowds!

The outcome of all that effort? Border Search & Rescue Unit’s team won the
International Category of the race beating teams from Poland and England!! An
achievement that we are all really proud of.
After all that effort we then had to refocus our energy for the next major
challenge, the post race party which lasted 4 times as long as our race and
required a different sort of stamina. 70 proof Polish vodka anyone?
Needless to say the Italians know how to party!
We all can’t wait till next year (though only for the race of course, the rest is just
stuff you have to get through)!!
Bob McKeand
Training Officer

Texting Codes for Seniors
ATD - At the Doctor's, BTW - Bring the wheelchair, BYOT - Bring Your Own
Teeth, CBM - Covered by Medicare, CUATSC - See You at the Senior Citizens,
GGPBL - Gotta Go, Pacemaker Battery Low, GHA - Got Heartburn Again.

Oxnam Guisers
There was a fantastic turnout from Oxnam children on Saturday 29th October,
where around 25-30 children enjoyed some guising fun around the Village –
many thanks to all village residents for their sweets and treats and for welcoming
them at their door. The children (and some adults) all made a tremendous effort
with their costumes and a great time was had by all. Huge thanks to “the Halls at
Oxnam Neuk” for the delicious and well earned hot chocolate.

Oxnam Carpet Bowling Club

Oxnam Toddlers
The Toddler Group continues to
meet in the hall every Thursday from
9.30 – 11.00 a.m. All welcome.
£1.50 per family

The Carpet Bowling Club meets in
the hall every Monday evening at
7.30 p.m. £2 per person. New
members always welcome. Why
not come along for a bit of fun on
these dark nights.

Oxnam Valley Voices
Oxnam Valley Voices is a community singing group which meets in the hall
every Wednesday from 7.00 – 9.00 p.m. If you enjoy singing why not come
along and give it a try. No auditions – just come along and meet our friendly
members.

We are so delighted to be joining Oxnam Kirk, it’s so friendly and the church is
lovely. However, there certainly is not enough room in Noah's Arc for all of us
especially the elephants and crocodiles. Noah says we can go to the session
room, but that is for the minister and elders and is a bit cramped. Perhaps we'll all
drown!
Someone suggested a Summer House, that would be fantastic and we could ask
everyone and more and more to join us.
We would be so sad to leave.

Church Bloopers
These appeared in church bulletins:
Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help.
Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00pm - prayer and medication to follow.
The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and gracious
hostility.
Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased person you
want remembered.

Children In Need
This year’s Children in Need Rickshaw challenge started from Jedburgh on
Friday 11th November. Lewis, James and Sophie Ralston managed to get out of
bed just after 5.00 a.m. to cheer on the rickshaw as it travelled down the A68
passed Camptown. They then went to Carter Bar where there were lucky enough
to meet the children who were taking part along with Pudsey Bear and Matt
Baker.

Oxnam Kids Xmas Party
(Age 9 and under)

DATE :

Sunday 18 December 2016

TIME :

11.00am – 1.00pm

VENUE : The Village Hall
RSVP by 30 November to Tammy Yourston, Kirkbrae, Jedburgh TD8 6RD
tyourston@icloud.com 07788 234 434

BAPTISMS
21st August 2016

Logan George Palmer, Son of Neil Palmer and Georgia
Brown, Pleasants, Oxnam

DEATHS
31st August 2016

Peter Rhodes, Mayfield Gardens, Kelso

KIRK SERVICES
Sunday 27th November 2016

First Sunday in Advent

Sunday 4th December 2016

Sunday Service with Hospitality afterwards

Sunday 18th December 2016

Christmas Service and Sunday School

Saturday 24th December 2016

Christmas Eve Service at 5.30 p.m.

Sunday 25th December 2016

Christmas Day Service

Sunday 1st January 2017

New Year’s Day Service
Hospitality afterwards

Sunday 15th January 2017

Sunday Service and Sunday School

Sunday 29th January 2017

Evening Service with Worship Group

Sunday 5th February 2017

Sunday Service with Hospitality afterwards

Sunday 19th February 2017

Sunday Service and Sunday School

Sunday 5th March 2017

Sunday Service with Hospitality afterwards

Sunday 19th March 2017

Sunday Service and Sunday School

Sunday 2nd April 2017

Sunday Service with Hospitality afterwards

Sunday 16th April 2017

Easter Sunday Service

Sunday 30th April 2017

Evening Service

KIRK TRUSTEES & OFFICE BEARERS
Interim Moderator

Rev Robin McHaffie

Locum Minister

Rev. Marion Dodd
Tel: 01896 822446
Email: mariondodd@btinternet.com

Elders

Lt Col Colin Hogg (Session Clerk)
Tel: 01835 850394
Email: Colin.Hogg25@btconnect.com
Mrs Moira Land (Presbytery Elder)
Tel: 01835 864776
Mrs Valerie Hunter (Sunday School Leader)
Tel: 01835 840358
Mrs Morag McKeand (Press & Website Convenor)
Tel: 01835 840284
Email: mh.mckeand@btinternet.com
Mr Robert Young (Fabric Convenor)
Tel: 01835 862181
Mrs Ann Fraser
Mrs Geraldine Strickland
Mr Andrew Dodds
Mr Robert Anderson
Mrs Francis Armstrong
Mrs Jan Scott

Treasurer

Parish Page Editor

Miss Fiona Geddes
Tel: 01835 865106 (work)
Email: fionageddes@crba.co.uk
Mrs Fiona Ralston
Tel: 01835 840600
Email: overtonbush@tiscali.co.uk

Flower Convenor

Mrs Beryl Barbour

Autumn at the Kirk

